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Organization 
 
Executive Committee 
Rev. Dr. Tony Kim, Executive Offi cer 
Mrs. Min S. Kim, Adviser 
 
Administration 
Dr. Tony Kim, President 
Ms. Joan Nelson, Executive Assistant 
Mr. Michael Dhwalt, Director of Admissions and Recruitment 
 
Faculty 
 
Dr. Edwin C. Hostetter, Professor of Philosophy and Theology 
Dr. Edwin C. Hostetter, Professor of Philosophy and Theology Dr. Hostetter 
joined GICP faculty in 2014 as Professor of Theology and Philosophy. From 
1988 to 2013 Dr. Hostetter was a professor of biblical studies at Saint Mary’s 
Seminary and University in Baltimore, Maryland and was honored as 



the Dunning Distinguished Faculty Lecturer from 1997 to 1998. In addition to 
being a faculty at GICP, he has been a professorial lecturer in religion at George 
Washington University in Washington, D.C. from 2000 until the present and 
taught philosophy at Coppin State University in Baltimore, Maryland 
since 2007. Dr. Hostetter received his Ph.D. in Near Eastern Studies at The 
Johns Hopkins University in 1992, and received his M.A.R. in Biblical Literature 
at the Wesley Biblical Seminary in Jackson, Mississippi in 1984. He is an author 
of An Elementary Grammar of Biblical Hebrew published by Sheffi eld 
Academic Press, 2000, and contributed over forty articles and reviews to 
scholarly books and journals. Dr. Hostetter is the executive director of Forty West 
Assistance & Referral Center in Baltimore. He lives in Arbutus, Maryland with his 
wife and enjoys cycling on area trails. 
 
Dr. Tony Kim, Professor of Philosophy and Theology 
Dr. Kim taught philosophy at Stevenson University. He is the author of 
Reasonableness of Faith: A Study of Kierkegaard’s Philosophical Fragments 
published by Peter Lang, 2012. His interests include modern philosophy and 
theology, philosophy of religion, and metaphysics. His most recent 
publication is a book review of Merold Westphal’s Becoming a Self: A Reading of 
Kierkegaard‘s Concluding Unscientifi c Postscript (Kierkegaard Research: 
Sources, Reception and Resources, Multi-Volume Reference Work for the 
Interdisciplinary Field of Kierkegaard Studies, Section III, Volume 18, 
Kierkegaard Research Center at the University of Copenhagen and Ashgate 
Publishing Limited, 2012). He received his Ph.D. in theology from The Free 
University, Amsterdam, Netherlands; M.A. in Philosophy from The Higher 
Institute of Philosophy, University of Leuven, Belgium; and M.A.R. from Gordon-
Conwell Theological Seminary in Massachusetts. He is a teaching 
elder in the PCA (Presbyterian Church in America) denomination. 
 
President’s Welcome 
 
I am honored and delighted to announce the opening of Graduate Institute of 
Christian Philosophy. Our mission is to serve at an intersecting point between 
faith and culture. The institute provides philosophical interpretation of Christian 
faith as that which historically connects with secular culture with respect to all of 
the issues of our day, such as political, religious, and scientific.  
 
GICP commits itself to thoughtfully and carefully engage in those issues by 
means of philosophical reflection and dialogue. We believe those issues can be 
resolved through such means. As the president of GICP, I cordially invite you to 
take advantage of our great programs and courses which the institute offers. All 
of GICP courses are taught by outstanding faculty who boast expertise in their 
field and decades of teaching. 
 
Thank you! 
 



Sincerely, Rev. Tony Kim, Ph.D. 
 
Founder and President, Graduate institute of Christian Philosophy 
 
About GICP 
 
History 
 
Graduate Institute of Christian Philosophy is an institution, which came about as 
a result of one pastor’s vision. It was to establish a higher education academic 
institution in the state of Maryland, which provides graduate programs in 
Christian philosophy. The vision stood on the single objective 
of demonstrating all human beings live with the knowledge of God and therefore 
it is possible to form a historical unity between the church and society on all 
existing issues. Its fi rst meeting was held in November 2012 in Columbia, 
Maryland. Four people attended the meeting. The meeting was called and 
organized by the founding member of the institute, Reverend Dr. Tony Kim. 
During the meeting, Dr. Kim shared his vision and objectives in regards to 
the institution. Everyone was receptive to the vision and agreed to pursue further. 
The name of the institution was to be called Graduate Institute of Philosophy. 
On July 09, 2014 the institution was offi cially registered as a non-profi t 
institution in Maryland with The Department of Treasury Internal Revenue 
Service under the new name: Graduate Institute of Christian Philosophy. Later on 
January 03, 2015 GICP received 6 religious exemption from MHEC 
(Maryland Higher Education Commission) to legally operate as a private religious 
institution in the state of Maryland. Currently, the institute has a governing board, 
staff, and faculty. 
 
Mission Statement 
The mission of the Graduate Institute of Christian Philosophy is to offer courses 
in philosophy at both the master and doctoral level. We offer topics that pertain to 
the issues of our day from a Christian perspective. Such issues include: 
philosophy, science, religion, art, and government. Our mission’s 
two objectives: 
 
1. To teach every biblical truth implies a philosophical idea and thus requires 
theoretical interpretation. 
2. To show the absolute distinction and historical unity between faith and human 
life by means 
of philosophical and theological learning. 
 
Statement of Faith 
GICP believe the Bible is God’s revealed Word to humanity. It is authoritative and 
without error, authoritative and all suffi cient in matters of faith and human living. 
It reveals certain truths about God and the world that can be subject to 
philosophical and theological investigation. We believe in one God who exists in 



three persons of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. They are equal in 
essence. We believe in the deity and humanity of Jesus Christ, who is the 
second person of the trinity. We believe in His death, resurrection, and second 
coming. We believe Jesus Christ is the only way to salvation that one must 
believe in his atoning death on the cross in order to gain renewed and eternal life. 
That belief is gift and not gained by merit. We believe that faith is the 
work of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Academic Freedom 
GICP is committed to the freedom of conscience of all faculty and staff in matters 
regarding scholarly debates, disputed points of interpretation, and Christian 
lifestyle, in so far as the GICP Doctrinal Statement and Standards of Conduct & 
Student Policies are in no way compromised. GICP encourages academic 
discussion in order to demonstrate our reliance on scripture and not 
human opinion. 
 
Authorization 
Graduate Institute of Christian Philosophy is governed by an executive 
committee which ensures the implementation of the institute’s vision and policies. 
GICP is MHEC (Maryland Higher Education Commission) approved degree- 
granting private institution which is established for religious educational purpose 
under the Maryland Education Article 11-202. 1(b). 
 
Accreditation 
GICP is currently pursuing accreditation with the Middle States Commission on 
Higher Education. 
 
Admission 
 
Admission Policy 
Those wishing to enroll at Graduate Institute of Christian Philosophy must apply 
by completing the application for admission on the GICP website. When the 
required information and application fee are received, the applicant will be 
notified of the decision by the Office of Admissions. Regarding applications, the 
Office of Admissions reviews a person’s complete application which includes two 
academic and one pastoral reference, personal testimony and/or academic goals, 
and official transcript. Upon meeting the required criteria, the person then is 
admitted into the institution. Application for admission must be received two 
weeks prior to the last day of registration (see Academic Calendar). Application 
for admission will only be considered by the Office of Admissions when all of the 
documents are received. Applicant fi led documents will be retained 
in the Office of Admissions for a period of three years from the time it is 
submitted. 
 
Process 
1. Complete the application for admission available at GICP website. 



2. A copy of valid photo I.D., social security number, and resident status. 
3. Provide two academic and one pastoral reference. 
4. Request official transcript(s) from previous academic institutions be sent to 
GICP Office of Admissions. 
5. Submit a non-refundable application fee of $50 with application. 
 
International Admission 
GICP is not accepting international students at this time. GICP is applying for F-
17 status which enables the institution to accept foreign students. Students from 
outside the U.S. must fulfill U.S. immigration regulations. In order to apply to 
GICP one must obtain U.S. visa by means of proving the person’s financial 
independence by providing appropriate documents such as a letter from a bank, 
person, or an institution which assumes the person’s financial care. 
 
Course Audit 
A student requesting to audit may do so without completing the application for 
admission. The person may register and audit a course upon paying the fee. The 
person auditing may participate in class discussions and attend other events 
such as special lectures, conferences, and otherwise. 
 
Re-Admission 
Those who wish to return to GICP for their studies after having withdrawn without 
losing credits and paid fees may do so before two years have passed since their 
first admission. After two years, a person must reapply for admission. 
 
Transferring Credit 
Credits earned at other schools may be applied to a student’s degree program at 
Graduate Institute of Christian Philosophy subject to certain conditions: the 
credits must be of comparable level and reflect the grade of “B” or better in 
subjects appropriate to the student’s program. Official transcripts will be 
evaluated by the Admissions Committee for course equivalence upon request. 
GICP will accept credits from non-accredited institutions as determined by the 
Admissions Committee, whose determination is based on the obtained grades in 
the courses concerned and the nature of the courses taken by the student. 
 
Withdrawal 
If a student wishes to withdraw from GICP, the person must notify the office of 
admissions. The request must be made in writing. No withdrawal is made final 
prior to having made all of the needed financial payments. Failure to do so 
disqualifies the student from future reactivation. 
 
Program Requirements 
 
M.A. in Philosophy 



M.A. in Philosophy is designed as: 1. prior work for those who wish to pursue a 
Ph.D. after completing the program; or 2. Help for those who wish to lay a firm 
grounding in their selected area of study. 
M.A. program requires taking ten courses. Students must write a thesis paper of 
25,000 words minimum. The thesis demonstrates that the person can 
competently work in his or her area of study. The completion of thesis is followed 
by an oral examination. It is conducted by the thesis committee, which is made 
up of the institute’s faculty and invited examiners from outside. At the time of their 
oral examination students must demonstrate a sufficient knowledge of one 
foreign language (normally Latin, German, or French). 
 
Ph.D. in Philosophy 
Ph.D. in philosophy is for those who have successfully completed the required 
course work in the M.A. program and wish to have a career in teaching and 
research. Once enrolled, students must take eight courses and complete a thesis. 
Ph.D. students are guided by faculty advisers who assist student with their 
reading and choosing dissertation topic which leads to writing a dissertation 
proposal. At the completion of the dissertation students must demonstrate 
reading knowledge of two foreign languages. The degree is awarded after the 
thesis is written and has met the dissertation requirements and successfully 
defended the thesis before the examination committee. 
 
M.A. in Theology 
The M.A. in Theology is offered to those who wish to gain a knowledgeable 
perspective of the world from a Christian perspective. The program requires ten 
courses and written a thesis of no less than 25,000 words. The completion of 
thesis follows taking oral examination before the examination committee. Also a 
competency in a foreign language is expected. 
 
Ph.D. in Theology 
Students who have successfully completed the M.A. program may apply and 
enroll in the Ph.D. program. Once enrolled, they must take eight courses and 
write a dissertation of no less than 50,000 words. 
At the time of dissertation completion students must demonstrate reading 
competency in two foreign languages. The degree is awarded upon giving a 
successful defense of the thesis. 
 
Registration 
 
Course Registration 
All students who wish to apply to GICP must complete registration process. It can 
be done at GICP webpage or in person. The dates of registration appear on the 
institute’s webpage. One cannot register after the third week of class. 
 
Add and Drop 



Those who wish to add or drop courses must complete an Add/Drop Form 
available at the office of 
admissions and online. The form requires the course instructor’s signature and 
has to be submitted to the office of admissions. After the request is processed, 
the school will either bill or refund the person for the added or dropped course(s) 
according to its financial policy. No class may be added after the 
third week of class, and no class may be dropped after the sixth week. The 
courses that are dropped before the sixth week of class will be recorded as “W” 
(Withdraw). 
 
Course Cancellations 
Students will be informed of any course cancellation prior to beginning their 
semester. Tuition and other related fees will be fully refunded. 
 
Financial Information 
 
Tuition and Audit 
M.A. Programs 
Per course for credit: $500 
Per course for audit: $200 
 
Ph.D. Programs 
Per course for credit: $600 
Per course for audit: $200 
 
Other Fees (M.A., Ph.D.) 
Application Fee: $50 
Registration Fee: $30 per course 
Withdraw Fee: $50 per course 
Graduation Fee: $50 
Transcript Fee: None 
 
Student Services 
 
Transcripts 
Student may request release of their transcript by filling out Transcript Request 
Form available online or at GICP office of admissions. Each copy is $5 and can 
be requested of as many copies needed. There is a fi ve-day turnaround time 
after the request is made. 
 
Academic Advising 
Each student must take responsibility to review their academic process during 
the course of their program at GICP. If they have questions regarding their study 
or programs, they are encouraged to see their academic advisor or the dean of 
students to share their concerns. They are readily available to meet with all of our 
students to give cared assistance. 



 
Library 
There are many university libraries, such as The Loyola University, The Goucher 
University, The Johns Hopkins University, Towson University, and UMBC 
(University of Maryland at Baltimore County), University of Maryland at College 
Park and others which GICP students could use upon meeting proper 
requirements of those institutions. 
 
Housing 
GICP does not provide in housing facilities. However, it will help students to fi nd 
a comfortable place of residence for those who wish to relocate for their studies 
at GICP. 
 
Service for the Disabled 
GICP will try to best accommodate those with special needs, such as physical 
disability. The school asks that those with special needs inform proper staff of the 
institute by specifying the nature of the needs in the application. 
 
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 
FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act) affords students certain 
rights with respect to their academic records: The right to inspect and review 
student’s academic record within 45 days of receiving request for access. 
Students should submit to the office of admissions, the dean of 
students, the head of academic department or other appropriate official a written 
request which refers to the record they wish to inspect. The Institution’s offi cial 
will make arrangements for access and notify the student of the time and place 
where the records may be inspected. The right to request amendment of one’s 
academic record that the student believes is inaccurate. A student must submit 
a written request the institution’s official who keeps those records, identifying 
which part has to be changed, with an explanation. Afterwards, the institute will 
notify the student of the decision. 
 
Student Life 
 
Conduct 
GICP expects students to abide within the teachings of the Bible in regards to 
their life style and maintaining godly character. It is crucial that GICP as an 
institution exhibits that biblical character of godliness and Christ-like lifestyle of 
inner purity (Mark 7: 14-16) and sinless living to one another and 
even to those outside the church. For those students who do not share the same 
confession of faith, GICP expects none other than demonstrating or making 
efforts to demonstrate a morally blameless life of humility and kindness. 
 
Nondiscrimination Policy 
GICP admits students of all race, color, gender, national or ethnic origin to the 
rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made available 



to its students. This nondiscrimination policy applies to educational policies, 
admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, or other school-
administered programs except where required by specific religious tenets held by 
the institution. 12 Drug, Alcohol, and Tobacco Policy In compliance with The 
Drug Free Schools and Communities Act, Graduate Institution of Christian 
Philosophy prohibits the unlawful possession, use, or distribution of illicit drugs or 
alcohol on campus. As far as consuming alcohol or use of tobacco, the institution 
believes there are a matter of personal conscience and thus must be the 
decision of the students. In accordance with property restrictions, smoking is 
prohibited on seminary property. 
 
Sexual Harassment 
GICP believes in demonstrating sexual purity and integrity by all its members as 
taught in the Bible (1 Corinthians 6:18). Any unwelcome sexual advances, 
requests for sexual favors, inappropriate behavior of a sexual nature, and other 
written, verbal or physical conduct of sexually intimidating or offensive nature 
constitute sexual harassment. Those are not acceptable acts and will be judged 
and handled in a disciplinary manner in cases of violation. The Federal 
Government’s Equal Employment Opportunity Commission states sexual 
harassment of any sort is unlawful under the sexual discrimination provisions of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964. The EEOC defines sexual harassment 
as “unwelcome sexual advances”, requests for sexual favors, and other verbal or 
physical conduct of a sexual nature that are connected to decisions about 
employment or advancement, and/or that create an intimidating, hostile, or 
offensive environment. Its guidelines state: “employers have an affirmative duty 
to prevent and eliminate sexual harassment.” 
 
Pornography Policy 
In a case of proved pornographic infraction a student or staff may be dismissed 
from the institute at the discretion of the GICP administration. 
 
Complaint Procedures 
In cases of releasing a complaint by a student with respect to an ethical matter, 
one should follow the procedure stated in the 18th chapter of the Gospel of 
Matthew: 1. Discuss the matter with involved individual(s) and collect all facts 
accurately. 2. If the matter is unresolved, a student may document the nature of 
the complaint and submit the matter to GICP dean of academics or president. 
The leadership of the institute then will follow the proper steps of resolving the 
matter. 
 
Academics 
 
Attendance 
Students encouraged to attend all class meetings on time during the course of 
their studies. Students cannot miss more than two classes of each course they 



take in a semester. An exception is possible only in cases of extreme 
circumstances and with the approval of the academic committee. 
 
Grades 
GICP grading system is as follows: 
A (4.0)=93-100 
A- (3.6)=90-92 
B+ (3.3)=87-89 
B (3.0)=83-86 
B- (2.6)=80-82 
C+ (2.3)=77-79 
C (2.0)=73-76 
C- (1.6)=70-72 
D+ (1.3)=67- 69 
D (1.0)=60-66 
F =0-59 
A change in grade is made by the instructor with the approval of the dean of 
academics. 
 
Course Repeat 
A courses for which a student has earned the grade of “F” may repeat the course. 
All entries on the transcript, however, remain a part of the student’s permanent 
academic record. Also, any course for which students have received a passing 
grade (“D” or better) may be repeated, but only three credits will be applied to the 
student’s transcript for the course with the higher grade. Students may also 
repeat courses as audit without credit for self improvement. All normal tuition and 
fees will apply to all repeated courses. 
 
Academic Probation, Suspension and Dismissal 
The institute will exercise its proper institutional authority with students with 
respect to matters concerning probation, suspension, or dismissal in case of 
one’s violation of ethical codes. 
 
Plagiarism 
Students must not make use of another’s work as their own. They must make 
reference of the material they use from other sources, such as books, articles 
when using them. They may paraphrase and provide the source of their use. 
Students must take discretion when referring to outside sources for 
their class work so that no plagiarism is committed. When one is believed to have 
committed plagiarism, the institute will exercise its institutional authority and 
rights to act accordingly in dealing with the matter, which may include being 
expelled from the institute. 
 
Making Appeal 
When a student believes the grade received is not consistent with the work put in, 
he or she may appeal the matter. The student may contact the instructor and 



discuss the concern. If the student is not satisfied with the result, the matter may 
be brought to the attention of the dean of academics of the institute who will give 
final response. 
 
Graduation Requirements 
 
Procedure 
Six months before graduation, a student must: 1. complete the application for 
graduation form available online; 2. pay graduation fee. Upon receiving those 
materials, the school will send out a letter stating student’s completion of 
program.  
 
Commencement 
All graduating students are encouraged to attend their commencement ceremony 
at which time their diplomas will be given. In case one misses the ceremony, he 
or she may request that diploma be sent to them or picked up 
 
Course Descriptions 
 
Theological Foundations I: The course provides a theological history of the 
Christian church from the time of the early church fathers to the medieval period. 
 
Theological Foundations II: This course examines the theological history of the 
Christian church from the medieval period to the present. 
 
History of Philosophy: Seminar 
 
Ancient Philosophy: This course looks at the early philosophical period in the 
West. With emphasis on the Socratic philosophers (Socrates, Plato, and 
Aristotle), the course will also study works of some key Pre-Socratic philosophers, 
such as Thales, Heraclitus, Democritus and Aristophanes; and key 
Post-Socratic or Hellenist philosophers, such as Epicurus, Epictetus, Sextus 
Empiricus, and Plotinus. 
 
Medieval Philosophy: This course is a study of ideas and fi gures that shaped 
medieval thinking and the subsequent periods of Reformation and modernity in 
the West. The course will encounter some of the most well known philosophers 
from that period, such as Augustine, Boethius, Anselm, Bonaventure and 
Aquinas and study the ways in which they saw the relation between Christianity 
and the world. 
 
Philosophy of the Reformation: Seminar Modern Philosophy: The course 
delves into a significant time of modern era in the history of Western philosophy 
that has had much impact on the religious community. We will examine how 
thinkers from that period have shaped and influenced the way people view the 
world. The course will study several well known figures of the period, such as 



Descartes, Pascal, Kant, Hegel, Schelling and Fichte. 
 
Religion after the Enlightenment: This particular course deals with the 
meaning of PostModernity and how certain thinkers, such as Kierkegaard, 
Nietzsche, Heidegger and others have influenced our current thinking on 
existence and God. 
 
Philosophy of Religion: The course in philosophy of religion examines the 
relation between faith and philosophy. The aim of the course is to identify both 
rational and 15 religious elements that on the one hand reconcile the two 
traditions and on the other hand separate one from the other. 
 
Philosophy of Science: This course examines natural science and how it 
relates to philosophy and religion. The course will examine different principles of 
nature, different views about the scientific methods, and ways those principles 
and views have paved the way for science in the modern period and beyond. 
 
Philosophy of Law: Seminar 
 
Ethics and Society: Seminar 
 
Environmental Ethics: This course 
discusses important issues and topics relating to environmental ethics and 
attempts to provide answers to those issues from a Christian moral standpoint in 
the light of the long-held traditional (anthropocentric) way and future development. 
 
Faith and Culture: Seminar 
 
Aesthetics: This course deals with the meaning of art, beauty and taste with 
emphasis on critically thinking about art, culture, nature and the divine. 
 
Philosophy of Technology: The course deals with the nature of technology and 
the effects that technology has on society. It will consider the meaning of 
technology (techne) and how the ancient philosophers, such as Plato, Aristotle, 
the Stoics, and modern thinkers define the meaning of technology. 
 
Eastern Philosophy: This course provides a historical survey of some of the 
most prominent philosophers and their ideas from the East. The survey includes 
studying various philosophies of the east including Indian philosophy, Chinese 
philosophy, and Persian philosophy among others. It examines their ideas in the 
light of and comparison to Christianity in general. 
 
Other Courses and Seminars: 
Religion and Social Justice Plato 
Aristotle Augustine 
Faith, Philosophy, and Literature Philosophy of History 



Christianity and Psychology God and Being: Seminar 
Aquinas on Truth Religious Philosophy of Lonergan 
God and Man: The Problem of Human Freedom Philosophy of Herman 
Dooyeveerd 
Kant Hegel 
Kierkegaard Nietzsche 
Husserl: A Critique Marx 
Heidegger Sartre 
Paul Tillich Reinhold Neibuhr 
Karl Barth 
 
Calendar 
 
September 2016 
Opening of Fall Semester 
Institute Chapel 
Orientation 
Classes Begin 
 
October 
Institute Chapel 
Tuesday Lecture 
 
November 
Tuesday Lecture 
Institute Chapel 
Thanksgiving Break 
 
December 
Tuesday Lecture 
Institute Chapel 
Winter Break 
Christmas Day 
 
January 2017 
1 New Year 
Tuesday Lecture 
Institute Chapel 
 
February 
Beginning of Spring Semester 
Tuesday Lecture 
Institute Chapel 
 
March 
Tuesday Lecture 



Institute Chapel 
GICP Special Public Lecture 
Good Friday 
Easter Sunday 
 
April 
Tuesday Lecture 
Institute Lecture 
 
May 
Tuesday Lecture 
Institute Chapel 
Last Day of Spring Semester 


