
Exhibit Extras!

Check out some of the sources used to build the exhibit and read the stories that didn’t make the 
cut. Included here are items of  particular interest to museum staff, which either had to be condensed by 
staff to fit into the exhibit or did not make it into the exhibit. Feel free to peruse the collection and read the 
other scans. Thank you for visiting the Wilmington Railroad Museum, and please have a great rest of  
your day!

More on Deputy William C. Callihan:

Here is a brief  write-up from the Wilmington Railroad Museum’s Social Media from Prohibition Day on 
Callihan’s case: 

Occupations on the Railroad:
Railroad Police



University of North Carolina Digital Collections Finds:

“Atlantic Coast Line Railroad Company Records, 1892-1963.” Text. Accessed January 26, 2024. 

https://finding-aids.lib.unc.edu/04572/#folder_3370#1.

The link above will take you to the digitized ACL police records from UNC Chapel Hill. The 

information written below and in the exhibit came from this archive. Below is the year range that Chapel 

Hill used to sort its collection. Next, you will see the scan number and the document the information 

listed is from. Lastly, you will see a synopsis of  what that specific document said. 

1918-19 and 1930

The notable scans from this date range involve railroad employees drunk on the job. Scan 29 
follows the complaints made against car inspector Lynn Wilder for being drunk on the job. You 
follow Sgt. E. A. Robinson in Georgia as he investigates Wilder. Finding Wilder passed out drunk 
on a lumber car in the railyard with a quart bottle filled with about two-thirds of  whiskey. Once 
awoken by Robinson, Wilder claims to have not been asleep. Robinson summons T. B. Dobbins, 
who concludes that Wilder is drunk and is promptly sent home.

1931, 1933-34

Mr. Williams is a railyard employee who does plumbing as a side business. A local company, 
Lipsey Plumbing Co., takes issue with Williams as he’s plumbing without a license and is a 
competitor. The president of  Lipsey Plumbing writes a letter to the ACL police saying it is not 
their place to say what the ACL does with its employees. Still, Mr. Williams should be thankful to 
have a steady job amidst the Great Depression and should not be working side jobs that interfere 
with the regular jobs of  others. They finish by saying if  ACL attends to the matter, Lipsey 

Scan 29: Thomasville, GA, September 14, 1930. 

Scans 11 and 12: Albany, GA, July 22, 1931. 



Plumbing would be willing to shift the shipment route of  supplies over ACL’s roads and order 
more significant shipment volumes.

These scans are internal correspondence to other ACL departments concerning a serial 
forger.

On the night of  April 7th, 1933, James and his female companion Cleda Robinson were arrested 
in Riverside, California, and his printing press, check protect graph, and other paraphernalia 
were found: he made a full confession with a woman admitting to countersigning fictitious 
checks, and they were being held on several counts of  forgery. His crime spree spans 
Jacksonville, FL; Wilmington, NC; Montgomery and Waycross, GA; Phoenix, AZ; Kansas City, 
MO; Coffeyville, KA; Raton, NM; Colorado Springs; and Pueblo Lajunta, CO. Mentioned in the 
document is a representative from the Southern Pacific Railroad showing that Armentrout forged 
checks across multiple railways. The document notes the female companion with Armentrout 
purchased an automobile under a fake name in 1931 with fake checks. She is not his wife. Her 
name is Cleda Robinson. She is 24 to 25 years old, 5’ 4” tall, with a thin build and red hair. 
Armentrout would establish himself  in a particular town, visit small grocery stores regularly, 
make small purchases, and pay in cash. During visits, he converses with the shopkeeper and 
informs him he is employed by whatever corporation whose name he intends to use. After a 
week or two, he presents a fictitious paycheck, makes a small purchase, receives the balance in 
change, and disappears. He generally victimized several stores at the same time. Police 
described him as “a very slick fellow.” He was 23 years old, 5’ 11.5” tall, 150 pounds, with black 
and curly hair, brown eyes with an olive complexion, and a scar over his left eye. He smuggled 
liquor over the Mexican border for a time and was an extra racing car driver. His wife filed an 
arrest warrant in Long Beach, CA, charging failure to provide for his two babies. He was caught 
trying to pass a Western Postage and Telegraph check. His previous MO was feigning injury to 
cash compensation checks.

The prime suspect, Jelks Strickland, is a white man with a county-wide lousy reputation. He 
owns a farm with another tenant on the lease, an African American named Gus Gosier. Police 
spoke with Gosier about robbery and burning. Bad blood arose between Strickland and Gosier 
on account of  Strickland disposing of  a bean crop and not paying Gosier his part.Mr. J. Johnson, 
who told police this information, wished not to be named for fear of  Strickland burning him out. 
Gosier said he’d like to talk to Mr. Johnson before furnishing information and feared Strickland 
would kill him if  he knew Gosier said anything. Gosier and another African American, Edie 
Washington, feared being bumped off by Strickland. Agent Giles Toole would testify to 
Strickland's actions around the station the afternoon before the fire, his inquiry concerning a 
shipment of  beans on hand, etc., and his statement that he was expecting a shipment of  seed 

Scan 18 and 22: “James Armentrout, false solicitor, forger, and faker, etc.” Wilmington, NC 

Scan 31: July 15, 1934, Waycross, GA. “Station burglary, theft of  beans, and arson occurred at 
Dixie, GA, on February 12, 1934.” 



beans from Hastings Seed Co. Hasting Seed has no record of  Strickland purchasing beans. Mrs. 
J. Johnson could testify Strickland wanted to purchase a small amount of  kerosene from her, but 
he did not have an empty bottle. Mrs. Clarence Hack could testify to selling Strickland a beer 
bottle full of  kerosene oil the afternoon before the burning. The sheriff plans to not take action 
until the next Superior Court term on the first Monday of  November but has enough to convict. In 
the meantime, the sheriff will search Strickland’s house under the pretext of  looking for liquor to 
try and find scattered beans in the loft.

1942-1943

Monte Blance was apprehended by SAL officers after a several-block chase in an attempted 
car robbery of  a liquor car spotted on SAL tracks Tampa Wholesale Liquor. Officers recovered 
seven cases. Balance denied involvement. That was the same Blance who was prosecuted in 
the U.S. Court in Tampa for the robbery of  ACL station in Dade City, FL. After arrest, Blance was 
questioned by SAL officers and the FBI, yielding few results. 

1944

Context: Before this scan, there were documents about finding missing luggage. Then, this scan 
appears and is succeeded by a continuation of  the missing luggage documents. This is a free-standing 
scan. The museum staff has not found evidence of  the two murders stated here. The museum awaits a 
FOIA request from the Florence County, SC, sheriff's office. Here is the scan verbatim. It is most likely 
from Superintendent Cook, the captain of  an ACL department.

“ Capt. Butterton:

We had a grisly murder (two of  them) in Florence County, about 30 miles from Florence. 
Everybody is agog and am sure you have seen it in the newspapers

A young man, 22, and a young girl, 15, both white, were missing after Sunday night, the 
6th. They found the automobile in which they were riding behind a colored church, and 
later found the girls body, minus the head, in a tree stump hole, in a section known as the 
“Bluff” by the Big Pee Dee River, and something of  a “lovers lane.” Blood was on the 
automobile, and efforts had been made to wash it off. The case was stymied, on account 
they could not find the young man. However, they found his body, buried in an old well, 
under which was the head of  the girl. Both are said to have been shot with a .22. Now 

Scan 7: Tampa, FL December 2, 1943. 

Scan 6: 12/10



they are looking for “who dunnit.” Hope them luck, but it looks that more than one person 
was needed to drag those bodies about. - Cook”

1946-1947

USN African-American killed by train strike during the night, Waycross, GA. Only tenable ID 
from the inside of  the jacket says T.E.  Wise. The body was severely mangled, and parts 
scattered along the track for about 100 yards. The central part of  the body was found in the 
center of  the track.  

1947

At about 7:00 pm, a man jumped from No. 2 while a train passed Jesup. At 9:00 pm, Cabby 
Troy Highsmith carried the man to Surrency, GA, and said he jumped off the train. The 
investigating officer left for Surrency from Jesup to see Kennedy, only to find he had gone 10 
miles into the country to attend a birthday dinner. Kennedy’s occupation: Carpenter, Widower, 
age 42, Passenger on the Champion. Kennedy’s face on the left side and his left eye were 
bruised, and skin was broken, and the right side of  his face under the right eye was bruised, and 
skin was broken, indicating that he had fallen on his face. He stated that his wrists and back 
were sprained, and he was very sore all over his body. An oral statement by Kennedy, quote: “I 
bought a ticket in Jacksonville, Florida, March 1st, from Jacksonville, Florida, to Jesup, Georgia, 
and walked down to the gate. The man at the gate wrote CH-10-62 on my ticket and handed my 
ticket back to me. I went through the gate and got off the train around 4:00 pm. The Conductor 
came through the train, took my ticket, and asked me, who in the Hell put me on here, this damn 
train don’t stop at Jesup. He told me the damn train did not stop in Jesup. You owe me $1.40 fare 
to Savannah, the first stop. I told him, Captain, I haven’t got the price of  that, my ticket reads to 
Jesup, and why can’t I get off in Jesup, he told me the damn train did not stop in Jesup. The 
Conductor said this is as slow as I am going to get, and when I tell you to bail out, bail out, which 
I did. This was at the coach on the East side of  the train, but he did not raise the platform, told 
me to get off, and gave me a push. I fell to the ground, got up and walked uptown, got a cab, and 
came to Surrency, then Haley about 7:00 pm for medical attention.” Kennedy stated he left the 
scene and did not report it to anyone. The cab driver said he did not seem drunk. Two slight 
depressions were found in the dirt at the location.

Telephone conversation that morning. Conductor Grissom, Train No. 2, Mar. 1, reported on 
arrival in Savannah that passengers on No. 2 reported seeing a male passenger jump from his 

Scans 10 and 11: Jacksonville, FL, March 20, 1947. 

Scan 45: “Personal Injury- Jake Moody Kennedy- white, Age 42, Passenger, Train No. 2, Jesup, 
Georgia, March 1, 1947.”

Scan 49: Waycross, A March. 2, 1947



train while passing Jesup. Grissom also stated he saw a passenger before the train left 
Jacksonville holding a ticket Jacksonville-Jesup but informed this man that this train would not 
stop at Jesup and was under the impression he got off at Jacksonville. Son of  crossing 
watchman Jim Autman claims to have seen a man leaving tracks at Jesup with blood on his face.

Statement from Sgt. J.F. Moore: Pete Ganas, white, age 61, who operates the ACL Coffee 
Shoppe in the Thomasville Passenger Station, told me that Joe Paramore, white, age 21, who 
resides near Coolidge, GA., came into the Coffee Shoppe around midnight March 29th, in 
company with two other young men; that all of  them appeared under the influence of  intoxicants, 
and after they were served two cups of  coffee, each, they left without paying and he overtook 
them outside, requesting Paramore to pay for the six cups of  coffee, and after some argument, 
Paramore drew his knife, threatened to cut his, Ganas’, head off, but later gave him fifty cents, 
demanding his twenty cents in change, which he, Gana, went into the Coffee Shoppe for, and in 
going back out the door to give Peramore the change, Paramore struck him in the face with his 
fist and continued threatening to cut his head off. then, he, Ganas, pulled his pistol from his 
pocket and told Paramore not to come any closer, and while Paramore continued to advance on 
him, he attempted to shoot him. Still, his son, Johnnie Ganas, employed as a locomotive fireman 
for the Company in Thomasville, who had just gotten off duty at midnight, reached the scene in 
time to get between him and Paramore and knock the gun up as he fired, causing the bullet to 
pass through the door screen and glass of  solid door in the Coffee Shoppe. 

Both men were arrested, with Ganas arrested for discharging a firearm within city limits, 
among other infractions. He posted $100 cash bail and did not go to jail. 

1953

Obie Green (23M) was marred by a car being switched. In hospital care with three fingers 
and part of  the right hand amputated. Appears Green and his wife were arguing by the tracks 
when she pushed him under a car. Ms. Green is yet to be apprehended when writing the 
document.

Brooks B. Strickland, white, age 27, and Billie Bethea, white, age 33, both of  Dillon, SC, were 
found crushed to death in PRR gondola car 365582, limber, from Jacksonville, FL to Newark, NJ, 
at Potomac Yards, VA, early morning of  June 26, 1953. Both men wanted to train ride to Chicago 
and tried to catch the train previously, but the train was moving too fast. Both had criminal 
histories concerning alcohol.

Scan 52: Grissom updated the story to say Kennedy was intoxicated in Jacksonville.
Scan 68: Waycross, GA Mar. 31, 1947

Scan 28: Quitman, GA June 21, 1953

Scan 43: Fayetteville, NC June 26, 1953



1959-1960

“Personal Injury: Willie Frank Leonard, colored, age 19, Trespasser, Train No. 523, Love 
Street Crossing, Troy, AL, around 1:25 pm, January 3, 1959”

Leonard tried to hop on the train flat car at about ten mph as the train was crossing the road 
and walked over to the other side of  the tracks as he was in a hurry with friends. Leonard 
grabbed onto the grab iron in the front of  the car but felt the train lurch forward, causing him to 
miss the step with his left foot, and the wheel ran over it. Leonard’s injuries were described as 
severe lacerations of  the top and bottom of  his left foot, compound fracture of  the first phalanx 
of  the first toe, and simple fracture of  the second and third metatarsal of  the left foot. Not 
pressing charges, gave warning of  trespassing, and ACL will not cover the medical bill.

A couple of  generalizations: Many missing luggage cases, rocking incidents, and trespassing. By far, 
the more common infractions aside from the major ones listed here. A few other cases were similar to 
those mentioned above, so to prevent repetition, the staff logged either the first or the most prominent 
case.

Wilmington Railroad Museum Archive Finds:

Below are some of the notable arrests found in the Arrests and Convictions Ledger displayed 

in the exhibit. This ledger recorded incidents that railroad police were involved with in and around 

Wilmington from the 1920s to the 1960s. Cases range from trespassing and train riding to assault and 

robbery. Punishments varied, from railroad work lasting months, being sentenced to state prison, or 

being whipped in front of  city hall by the Alderman. Cases with African Americans almost exclusively 

resulted in public whipping, while whites were sentenced to road work or had a suspended sentence.

     Most of  the arrests shared below either show the common crimes dealt with on the railroad, going 

along with the “Common Crimes” label. However, a few were selected to showcase how the Railroad 

Police were responsible for the arrests of  ACL staff, such as Agents and Firemen, who were embezzling. 

Many of  the arrests were chosen to show the racial disparity of  arrests and convictions. As the exhibit 

points out, Railroad Police held arrest powers and authority on and off the rails, and many worked with 

local police departments on the side. Arrest 49, for example, is a black man who was arrested for 

“Insanity”.  Insanity was a charge often used against Black Americans to continue white supremacy and 

to subjugate Black Americans to a new form of  slavery as free laborers in mental asylums and hospitals. 

Scan 15: Thomasville, GA January 6, 1959



The arrests selected are here to show the reach of  Atlantic Coast Line Railroad Police, on and off the 

rails. 

   These arrests have been transcribed exactly as they are written in the ledger. Words in brackets 

and italicized are definitions inserted by museum staff: [example]. Words in yellow are words that were 

not clear: example. N/A is where lines were left blank. Arrests in dark blue are included in the exhibit. 

Arrest #: R-66
Date of Arrest:  10/21/1922
Name of Accused: Joe Flowers, Sr.
Occupation: Farmer
Age: 41
Color: Black
Charge: Larceny
Kinds of Goods Stolen: Cotton
Value of Goods Stolen: $125.00
Value of Recovered Goods: $125.00
Town: Fairmont
State: NC

Date of Crime: 10/21/1922
Preliminary Hearing Name Magistrate, Recorder, Ect.: A. E. Floyd Ree
Date Held: 10/24/1922
Disposition: N/A
Date to be Held: N/A
Name of Court: N/A
Date Held: 10/09/1922
Fine: N/A
Sentence:  30 Days on Road

Arrest #: R-69
Date of Arrest:  11/29/1922
Name of Accused: Hermann Goodman
Occupation: Wilm.
Age: 17
Color: White
Charge: C.C.W [Concealed Carried Weapon]
Kinds of Goods Stolen: N/A
Value of Goods Stolen: N/A
Value of Recovered Goods: N/A
Town: Wilmington
State: NC

Date of Crime: 11/29/1922
Preliminary Hearing Name Magistrate, Recorder, Ect.: Geo. Harriss
Date Held: 11/29/1922
Disposition: N/A
Date to be Held: N/A
Name of Court: N/A
Date Held: 11/29/1922
Fine: N/A
Sentence:  90 Days on Road

Arrest #: R-78
Date of Arrest:  12/26/1922
Name of Accused: Jake Middleton
Occupation: Fireman
Age: 42
Color: Colored
Charge: A.D.W [Assault with Deadly Weapon]
Kinds of Goods Stolen: N/A
Value of Goods Stolen: N/A
Value of Recovered Goods: N/A
Town: Wilmington
State: NC

Date of Crime: 12/26/1922
Preliminary Hearing Name Magistrate, Recorder, Ect.: Geo. Harriss
Date Held: 12/27/1922
Disposition: N/A
Date to be Held: 01/02/1923
Name of Court: Reorder
Date Held: 01/02/1923
Fine: $50.00
Sentence:  N/A



Arrest #: R-79
Date of Arrest:  01/19/1923
Name of Accused: Ed Johnson
Occupation: Boy 12 Years
Age: 12
Color: Colored
Charge: Larceny
Kinds of Goods Stolen: Coal
Value of Goods Stolen: N/A
Value of Recovered Goods: N/A
Town: Wilmington
State: NC

Date of Crime: 01/19/1923
Preliminary Hearing Name Magistrate, Recorder, Ect.: Geo. Harriss
Date Held: N/A
Disposition: Whipped by Mother
Date to be Held: N/A
Name of Court: N/A
Date Held: 01/19/1923
Fine: N/A
Sentence:  N/A

Arrest #: R-80
Date of Arrest:  01/21/1923
Name of Accused: Annie Green
Occupation: N/A
Age: 25
Color: Colored
Charge: Drunk and Disorder
Kinds of Goods Stolen: N/A
Value of Goods Stolen: N/A
Value of Recovered Goods: N/A
Town: Wilmington
State: NC

Date of Crime: 01/21/1923
Preliminary Hearing Name Magistrate, Recorder, Ect.: Geo. Harriss
Date Held: 01/22/1923
Disposition: N/A
Date to be Held: N/A
Name of Court: N/A
Date Held: 01/22/1923
Fine: N/A
Sentence:  30 Days on Roads

Arrest #: R-113
Date of Arrest:  11/13/1923
Name of Accused: Willie Pollock
Occupation: Nuisance
Age: 16
Color: Black
Charge: Nuisance
Kinds of Goods Stolen: N/A
Value of Goods Stolen: Matches: N/A
Value of Recovered Goods: N/A
Town: Wilmington
State: NC

Date of Crime: 11/12/1923
Preliminary Hearing Name Magistrate, Recorder, Ect.: Geo. Harrin
Date Held: 11/13/1923
Disposition: N/A
Date to be Held: N/A
Name of Court: N/A
Date Held: 11/13/1923
Fine: N/A
Sentence:  6 Months

Arrest #: R-168
Date of Arrest:  11/23/1924
Name of Accused: John Atkinson
Occupation: Dryman
Age: 46
Color: Black
Charge: Car Robbery
Kinds of Goods Stolen: Auto Tires
Value of Goods Stolen: $110.00
Value of Recovered Goods: $75.00
Town: Goldsboro
State: NC

Date of Crime: 11/23/1924
Preliminary Hearing Name Magistrate, Recorder, Ect.: M.V. Barnhill
Date Held: 12/01/1924
Disposition: N/A
Date to be Held: 12/01/1924
Name of Court: Superior
Date Held: 12/01/1924
Fine: N/A
Sentence:  3 Years State Prison



Arrest #: R-169
Date of Arrest:  11/23/1924
Name of Accused: John Atkinson
Occupation: Dryman
Age: 46
Color: Black
Charge: Warehouse Break
Kinds of Goods Stolen: Cigars
Value of Goods Stolen: $12.00
Value of Recovered Goods: $12.00
Town: Goldsboro
State: NC

Date of Crime: 11/23/1924
Preliminary Hearing Name Magistrate, Recorder, Ect.: M.V. Barnhill
Date Held: 12/01/1924
Disposition: N/A
Date to be Held: 12/01/1924
Name of Court: Superior
Date Held: 12/01/1924
Fine: N/A
Sentence:  2 Years State Prison

Arrest #: 47
Date of Arrest:  11/17/1934
Name of Accused: Charles Eason
Occupation: None
Age: 10
Color: Colored
Charge: Station Robbery
Kinds of Goods Stolen: Express (Mail)
Value of Goods Stolen: None
Value of Recovered Goods: None
Town: Clayton
State: NC

Date of Crime: 11/10/1934
Preliminary Hearing Name Magistrate, Recorder, Ect.: J. B. Wellrauas
Date Held: 11/13/1934
Disposition: Plead Guilty
Date to be Held: 11/13/1934
Name of Court: Juvenile
Date Held: 11/13/1934
Fine: N/A
Sentence:  11 Years Mansion Training School

Arrest #: 85
Date of Arrest:  03/28/1935
Name of Accused: Joseph Russell Cromartie
Occupation: None
Age: 6
Color: Colored
Charge: Runaway Train
Kinds of Goods Stolen: N/A
Value of Goods Stolen: N/A
Value of Recovered Goods: N/A
Town: Wilmington
State: NC

Date of Crime: 03/28/1935
Preliminary Hearing Name Magistrate, Recorder, Ect.: W. K. Rhudolph
Date Held: 03/30/1935
Disposition: Plead Guilty
Date to be Held: 03/30/1935
Name of Court: Juvenile 
Date Held: 03/30/1935
Fine: N/A
Sentence:  Whipped at City Hall

Arrest #: 378
Date of Arrest:  04/14/1941
Name of Accused: Kenneth Cotton
Occupation: Train Riding Students
Age: 7
Color: White
Charge: Riding Train 48
Kinds of Goods Stolen: N/A
Value of Goods Stolen: Matches: N/A
Value of Recovered Goods: N/A
Town: Goldsboro
State: NC

Date of Crime: 04/09/1941
Preliminary Hearing Name Magistrate, Recorder, Ect.: J. F. Barden
Date Held: 04/14/1941
Disposition: N/A
Date to be Held: N/A
Name of Court: N/A
Date Held: N/A
Fine: N/A
Sentence:  Probated



Arrest #: 379
Date of Arrest:  04/14/1941
Name of Accused: Jero W. Epps
Occupation: Train Riding Students
Age: 7
Color: White
Charge: Riding Train 48
Kinds of Goods Stolen: N/A
Value of Goods Stolen: Matches: N/A
Value of Recovered Goods: N/A
Town: Goldsboro
State: NC

Date of Crime: 04/09/1941
Preliminary Hearing Name Magistrate, Recorder, Ect.: J. F. Barden
Date Held: 04/14/1941
Disposition: N/A
Date to be Held: N/A
Name of Court: N/A
Date Held: N/A
Fine: N/A
Sentence:  Probated

Arrest #: 380
Date of Arrest:  04/14/1941
Name of Accused: Carolyn Epps
Occupation: N/A
Age: 5
Color: White
Charge: Riding Train 48
Kinds of Goods Stolen: N/A
Value of Goods Stolen: Matches: N/A
Value of Recovered Goods: N/A
Town: Goldsboro
State: NC

Date of Crime: 04/09/1941
Preliminary Hearing Name Magistrate, Recorder, Ect.: J. F. Barden
Date Held: 04/14/1941
Disposition: N/A
Date to be Held: N/A
Name of Court: N/A
Date Held: N/A
Fine: N/A
Sentence:  Probated

Arrest #: 414
Date of Arrest:  12/16/1941
Name of Accused: Rudolph Gleison
Occupation: None
Age: 19
Color: White
Charge: A. D. W. (3 Counts) [Assault with Deadly Weapon]
Kinds of Goods Stolen: N/A
Value of Goods Stolen: N/A
Value of Recovered Goods: N/A
Town: Wilmington
State: NC

Date of Crime: 12/17/1941
Preliminary Hearing Name Magistrate, Recorder, Ect.: N/A
Date Held: N/A
Disposition: N/A
Date to be Held: N/A
Name of Court: N/A
Date Held: N/A
Fine: N/A
Sentence:  Deferred to Other Authorities

Arrest #: 452
Date of Arrest:  09/22/1942
Name of Accused: Launnel Dawaine Lynon
Occupation: Student
Age: 9
Color: White
Charge: Station and House Robbery
Kinds of Goods Stolen: 2 Cameras, Smoking Tobacco, and 3 
Shotguns
Value of Goods Stolen: Camera: $4.59, Tob.: $0.90, Shotguns: $27.00
Value of Recovered Goods: $4.59, $0.90, and $9.00
Town: Whiteville
State: NC

Date of Crime: 09/19/1942
Preliminary Hearing Name Magistrate, Recorder, Ect.: G. L. Gove
Date Held: 09/24/1942
Disposition: N/A
Date to be Held: N/A
Name of Court: N/A
Date Held: N/A
Fine: N/A
Sentence:  Ordered detained until argument made for his to be 
committed to reformatory



Arrest #: 654
Date of Arrest:  05/14/1944
Name of Accused: W. S. West
Occupation: Agent
Age: 49
Color: White
Charge: Embezzlement 
Kinds of Goods Stolen: Money
Value of Goods Stolen: $4,000.00 (Cash)
Value of Recovered Goods: $3,632.00
Town: Roseboro
State: NC

Date of Crime: 4/10/1944
Preliminary Hearing Name Magistrate, Recorder, Ect.: N/A
Date Held: N/A
Disposition: N/A
Date to be Held: N/A
Name of Court: N/A
Date Held: N/A
Fine: N/A
Sentence:  N/A

Arrest #: 804
Date of Arrest:  12/31/1946
Name of Accused: Smiley Bracey
Occupation: Laborer on ACL Eb. Tra. Gang No. 5
Age: 30
Color: Colored
Charge: Assault and Disorderly Conduct
Kinds of Goods Stolen: N/A
Value of Goods Stolen: N/A
Value of Recovered Goods: N/A
Town: Wilmington
State: NC

Date of Crime: 12/31/1946
Preliminary Hearing Name Magistrate, Recorder, Ect.: M. Winfield
Smith
Date Held: 01/02/1947
Disposition: Guilty
Date to be Held: 01/02/1947
Name of Court: Recorders
Date Held: 01/02/1947
Fine: N/A
Sentence:  Sentenced to 60 Days on New Hanover Country Farm, 
Suspended on Condition that defendant leave the County and Not
Return for a period of 2 Years.

Arrest #: 1069
Date of Arrest:  08/31/1958
Name of Accused: George Neal Moore
Occupation: Unemployed
Age: 26
Color: Colored
Charge: Larc. and Rec.
Kinds of Goods Stolen: RR. Tools
Value of Goods Stolen: 10
Value of Recovered Goods: 10
Town: Wilmington
State: NC

Date of Crime: 08/27/1958
Preliminary Hearing Name Magistrate, Recorder, Ect.: H. Winfield
Smith
Date Held: 09/10/1958
Disposition: $500 Bond
Date to be Held: Fall Term
Name of Court: Superior
Date Held: 09/30/1958
Fine: N/A
Sentence:  20 Years State Penitentiary

Arrest #: 1141
Date of Arrest:  01/02/1962
Name of Accused: Robert Porter, Jr.
Occupation: ACL Fireman
Age: 39
Color: White
Charge: Larceny and Rec.
Kinds of Goods Stolen: Journal Books
Value of Goods Stolen: $7,560.00
Value of Recovered Goods: N/A
Town: Wilmington
State: NC

Date of Crime: 08/02/1961-12/15/1961
Preliminary Hearing Name Magistrate, Recorder, Ect.: H. Winfield
Smith
Date Held: 01/04/1962
Disposition: Waved Preliminary Hearing
Date to be Held: 01/15/1962
Name of Court: Superior
Date Held: 02/21/1962
Fine: N/A
Sentence:  4 Years State Roads



Thank you for visiting Wilmington Railroad Museum! We hope that you have enjoyed the exhibit and the 
rest of  the museum. If  you have any questions about any of  the exhibits, please contact us. You can call 
the museum at 910-763-2634 or email us at info@wrrm.org.

Arrest #: 49
Date of Arrest:  11/20/1934
Name of Accused: Leonard Murphy
Occupation: None
Age: 53
Color: Colored
Charge: Insanity
Kinds of Goods Stolen: N/A
Value of Goods Stolen: N/A
Value of Recovered Goods: N/A
Town: Wilmington
State: NC

Date of Crime: 11/30/1934
Preliminary Hearing Name Magistrate, Recorder, Ect.: W. N. Harris
Date Held: 11/30/1934
Disposition: Guilty
Date to be Held: 11/30/1934
Name of Court: CSC
Date Held: 11/30/1934
Fine: N/A
Sentence:  State Hospital for Insane, Goldsboro NC [Cherry Hospital]

Arrest #: 283
Date of Arrest:  11/29/1938
Name of Accused: Hunt Debo
Occupation: Laborer
Age: 11
Color: Ind. [Indian, Native American]
Charge: Placing Obstruction on Tracks
Kinds of Goods Stolen: N/A
Value of Goods Stolen: N/A
Value of Recovered Goods: N/A
Town: McDonald
State: NC

Date of Crime: 11/23/1938
Preliminary Hearing Name Magistrate, Recorder, Ect.: C. B. Skipper
Date Held: 11/30/1938
Disposition: Guilty
Date to be Held: N/A
Name of Court: N/A
Date Held: N/A
Fine: N/A
Sentence:  Whipped and Probated

Written and researched by Chase M. Warchol, a public history
graduate student at UNC Wilmington, as part of his practicum.
 
Chase researched and redesigned the Railroad Security exhibit in
collaboration with Executive Director Holli Saperstein and
Collections Manager Rebekah Burroughs during his last semester at
UNCW.


